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BIG WALNUT TRAIL

Regional Context Parks Along the Trail |§ Existing Conditions

In 2018, the Central Ohio Greenways (COG) Board, MORPC, and
.ocal government partners adopted a Regional Trail Vision that
Includes approximately 176 miles of proposed trails. The network
s anchored by seven major corridors: Big Walnut, Alum Creek,
Olentangy, Scioto, Blacklick, Big Darby, and Camp Chase.

This shared-use path is a key piece of the larger vision to This project will connect a missing piece of the greater Big Walnut
connect the parks along this corridor. By improving access

Trail plan and advance the larger vision of a regional park system
between these destinations, it will make it easier for residents

for the greater Columbus area. Beyond strengthening regional
and visitors to enjoy the area's natural landscapes and

connectivity, it creates an opportunity to reveal a remarkable
recreational opportunities. landscape that has remained largely hidden from public view.

ssssane®

=

S}

i W’

e T

b (LN}
QR Havoen Fun
-f.‘.-' .‘.
x L] s

. . i Fuat gy S T e, Hoover Reservoir
- Eliey /1) - g 1 55 =T e s P e : Parkland

e®®0% 00,

°
(o
‘e
.

. L]
BIG RUN |

¢ : ¥ f e
b Gty

s
7

 anwd | M | 7 il i & e & ? 07
Compared to the other regional trail corridors, the Big Walnut Trail R o B Bl ' SNl G e '
remains one of the most fragmented and has yet to fully connect

Hoover Reservoir to Three Creeks Park as envisioned. This project,

along with other ongoing efforts, will help close those gaps while Vl\ég?gs(gaehc;;%%r;
revealing the corridor’'s remarkable natural beauty.
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This wooded creek corridor features mature trees, dramatic
. G e T T D NYE changes in elevation, and scenic overlooks of the water below
sting Path B (O R N TR that many residents have never experienced. While informal trails
The Big Walnut Creek corridor is one of central Ohio's most layered Cherrybottom exist today, the proposed shared-use path would provide safe

_ | | RN et RS O e Park access, connect visitors to the regional trail network, and create
andscapes—a former Native American transportation route whose P T S R more opportunities to experience this unique natural setting.
very name ("Gahanna” means “three creeks in one”), a Civil War-

era Underground Railroad waterway, a segregation-era gathering g g e ' e | e AN\
place for Central Ohio's Black community, and today an emerging W £\

greenway threading through communities across Franklin County.

L

Established during the Great Migration and intense seg’feqaflo?. ot -2

Columbus, The Big Walnut Country Club (BWCC) was on€ O s ;

Black co'“t,y clubs in the United States. Conceived in 1925 arr:d ’ e Blendon WOOdS
incorporated two years later. the club encouraged and p-vr.ot.nated aqua.tlc ¥

and athletic sports by providing the means and facilities otherw:tse

not available to the Black community. Members enjoyed golf, swimming. 5 M et ro Pa rk
archery, tennis. badminton. boating, dining, and dancing on the - |

nearly Z0 acres of land between the Big Walnut and Rocky Fork creeks. |

The club was a social, professional. and political hub for Central Ohio’s '

growing Black population in the decades leading to the Civil Rights

Movement. The BWCC closed in [963. Gahanna purchased the land in 1970
and opened ifs first public park. Friendship Park, the following year.
GAHANNA AREA ARTS COUNCIL AND CITY OF GAHANNA
GAHANNA HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MIFFLIN TOWNSHIP
GAHANNA PARKS & RECREATION FOUNDATION
THE OHIO HISTORY CONNEGTION 131-25
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CHERRY BOTTOM CREEK CONNECTIO

BIG WALNUT TRAIL
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BLENDON WOODS
METRO PARK CONNECTION

otential
oise Wall

For a location that may qualify, a
noise study Is required to determine
existing noise levels, expected noise

reduction, whether a wall would
meet feasibility and reasonableness
criteria, and which properties would

benefit. If the location qualifies and
community support is documented,
the project would be placed into
Ohio Department of Transportation’s
noise wall project queue.

STEEP DROP-OFF
THAT SEPARATES
TRAIL FROM WATER

Trailhead
Amentities
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CHERRY BOTTOM CREEK CONNECTION

Overlook Trail Trailhead
Possibility Materials Amenities

We're considering an overlook Place a dot by the trail material Place a dot by your favorite amenity
to see the falls. you prefer the most. for the Appian Way trailhead.
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PROS: Sustainable material, water permeable, & cost effective
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CONS: Frequent maintenace required to prevent bumpy
trail surface

PAVEMENT = 2 W
PROS: Durable, smooth trail surface P

CONS: Not considered a sustainable product, impervious to
water, & expensive

BENCHES

.DV—-HEEL.QO -PﬁEC”

A 8 : -i
Fod - s
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PRECAST CONCRETE . f BIKE RACKS

PROS: Great longevity

CONS: Not considered a sustainable product, impervious to
water, & expensive
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T gl < e R S8 BOARDWALK INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE
U BN - L e W@, PROS: Protects fragile ecosystems

CONS: Significant long term maintenance
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MORSE ROAD CROSSING

BIG WALNUT TRAIL

“TOYOTA ~p A oy = SRR - . s B Trail Underpass
EALERSHIP S Al i e S @ T T o 2P . -
S AP T L R SRR A Considerations

WEST BOUND
CONNECTION

Pedestrian Crossing
Improvements
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Pedestrian Crossing
Improvements

Pedestrian Crossing Traill Underpass

Improvements Considerations

Place dots by features that would make the crossing at We are considering a pedestrian underpass crossing of Morse

Morse Road and Appian Way feel safer. Road in addition to the pedestrian crossing at Appian Way.
NOTE: The underpass may flood during some storm events.

HIGH CONTRAST
MARKINGS

CURB EXTENSIONS
TO REDUCE
CROSSING LENGTH

SHRUBS AND TREES
NEAR CROSSING

MEDIAN WITH
PEDESTRIAN REFUGE
AND LANDSCAPING
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BIG WALNUT CREEK BRIDGE

BIG WALNUT TRAIL
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Trail Underpass
Considerations
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Sculptural Art
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BIG WALNUT CREEK BRIDGE

Bridge Styles Traillhead Amenities

Place a dot by your favorite bridge style. Place a dot by your favorite amenity for the Appian Way
trallhead.

Waterfountain
& Shade Structure

rch Bridge

Sculptural Art

eam Bridge
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Mural Paintings

Wood Glulam Bridge
Kayak Entry

THE CITY OF *
COLUMBU
S—=—==2 RECREATION AND PARKS

=1
>

-—
=T
°AJ

07.09.2026 | CHERRYBOTTOM PARK TO MORSE ROAD | BIG WALNUT TRAIL MASTER PLAN

R

~

E |

COLLABORATIVE



